CHRISTIANITY AND   ISLAM

nomic achievements of the conquered races
to further issues. Such progress could in-
deed only be modified by a general up-
heaval of existing conditions and no such
movement ever took place. The Germanic
tribes destroyed the civilisations with which
they met; they adopted many of the in-
stitutions of Christian antiquity, but found
them an impediment to the development
of their own genius. The Arabs simply
continued to develop the civilisation of post-
classical antiquity ,with which they had
come in contact.

This procedure may seem entirely natural
in the department of economic life, but by
no means inevitable where intellectual
progress is concerned. Yet a similar course
was followed in either case, as may be
proved by dispassionate examination. Islam
was a rising force, a faith rather of experi-
ence than of theory or dogma, when it
raised its claims against Christianity, which
represented all pre-existing intellectual cul~
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